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On the topic(s)

• Broadly speaking I am looking at international 

development – and how people “process” it

• More specifically – I am looking at how EU citizens 

understand, process and evaluate principles and policies 

of international development

• I am framing the discussion in terms of political culture 

(civic, democratic, etc.) – as an integrative model

• I aim to see whether “traditional” measures of political 

culture inform/influence public support for development



Academic and “human” relevance

• Academically “unconventional” – because it dislocates 

political culture from its “natural habitat” (the nation state) 

and it moves it to the supranational level

• It also bring uncomfortably close political science and 

international relations – two disciplines with their own 

experts, prestige and separate claims to understanding 

the world

• “Humanly” – I (myself) want to know how my co-citizens 

feel about “nice” stuff: help, charity, generosity, solidarity

• Democratic socialization/education



Political culture

• Cognitions, values, emotional commitments about the 

political system (sometimes it includes participatory acts 

too)

• Almond and Verba - The Civic Culture – what is the 

“good” political culture? 

• Very important in democracies – at least as important in 

democratizing countries (why?)

• A chicken and egg story when it comes to 

democratization

• Who’s who? (introducing Inglehart, Lipset, Putnam)



The cultural map Inglehart and Welzel



East Central Europe and their view on 

development assistance

• Underbaked political culture but ->

• Comparative advantage – we know “democracy” – the 
difficulty of “teaching” transition when it is not over – it 
may create the opportunity for re-considering democracy 
“at home”

• Development is sometimes integrated in foreign policy 
explicitly, and always implicitly (neighborhood policy)

• Public support for international aid matters (sometimes) 
(Otter, 2003)

• Development - a policy trapped between domestic and 
foreign  – it is/should be more infused with values, 
beliefs, “morality”, higher principles of solidarity, etc. – it 
is more “democratic” than foreign policy proper



Special Eurobarometer 73.5 - 2010 – on 

development

• Overall – all members of the EU (new and old) tend to 
have consistently high support for international 
development – commitment, at least at the level of 
principle is uniformly distributed

• Difference in awareness (a difference of 10% in the 
comparison between East and West)

• Difference in volunteering and money giving (37.8% in 
the West vs. 11.2% in post communist countries)

• Different perceptions of Africa (post colonial West looks 
at poverty alleviation, and emphasizes democracy and 
human rights; post communist East looks at corruption, 
peace and security – liberalism/realism from IR?)  



Who wants what? Why?

• There is a lot of variety within the EU (the Scandinavian 

countries are though consistently the highest supporters 

of development)

• Poland (2010): significant support for development 

(growing, despite recession); increased awareness of 

MDGs; two reasons widely accepted: “moral duty”  and 

“clear conscience”

• Romania (2009) - mixed results: most people think rich 

countries have to help poor countries (less so the 

women, and the very educated); reasons: moral duty, 

Romania is a poor country, recciprocity



European values (Eurobarometer 67.1 - 2007)-

political culture
 
 

Postcommunist EU 
countries (% out of 
all postcommunist 
respondents) 

“Western” EU 
countries (% out of 
all Western 
respondents) 

Highest  and 
lowest 
postcommunist 
value (% out of 
respondents in 
that respective 
country) 

RADC countries (% 
out of each 
national sample) 

Environment 55.1 53.1 Slovakia 63 
Bulgaria 45.3 

Greece 58.1 
Cyprus 68.8 
Malta 59.6 
Romania 60.7 

Solidarity 34.4 38.8 Slovakia 43 
Romania 27.4 

Greece 44.4 
Cyprus 52.8 
Malta  33.0 
Romania 27.4 

Entrepreneurship 11.0 7.4 Bulgaria 14.8 
Lithuania 8.9 

Greece 8.3 
Cyprus 4.2 
Malta 2.2 
Romania 13.3 

Cultural diversity 14.6 10.1 Latvia 23.8 
Poland 8.2 

Greece 7.0 
Cyprus 6.4 
Malta 9.4 
Romania 16.5 

Peace 60.2 59.7 Hungary 68.1 
Lithuania 46.4 

Greece 74.2 
Cyprus 71.6 
Malta 72.2 
Romania 64.7 

Progress 13.1 12.0 Hungary 25.3 
Estonia 7.8 

Greece 17.8 
Cyprus 11.0 
Malta 11.2 
Romania 16.8 

Freedom of 
opinion 

26.4 34.7 Czech Republic 
34.6 
Hungary 14.5 

Greece 35.0 
Cyprus 41.8 
Malta 36.0 
Romania 27.6 

Tolerance 32.5 35.3 Slovenia 50.0 
Latvia 20.5 

Greece 10.2 
Cyprus 15.0 
Malta  26.4 
Romania 23.5 

Respect of history 22.0 13.3 Estonia 28.5 
Bulgaria, Romania 
15.3 

Greece 23.8 
Cyprus 16.2 
Malta 21.8 
Romania 15.4 

 



European values (Eurobarometer 67.1 - 2007)-

meanings of the EU
 
EU represents 

Postcommunist 
countries (% out of 
all postcommunist 
respondents) 

“Western” Eu 
countries (% out of 
all Western 
respondents) 

RADC countries (% 
out of each 
national sample, 
first and second 
categories of 
identification) 

Europe – 
continent of 
culture 

92.4 71.2 Greece 82.2 
Cyprus 92.0 
Malta 93.1 
Romania 90.4 

Europe – the 
culture of diversity 
sets us apart 

91.6 82.4 Greece 80.1 
Cyprus 93.5 
Malta 92.9 
Romania 85.6 

No European 
common culture 

61.7 58.1 Greece 55.6 
Cyprus 58.9 
Malta 66.9 
Romania 62.2 

Globalization 
helps spread 
European culture 

72.6 69.2 Greece 55.7 
Cyprus 76.4 
Malta 90.7 
Romania 73.4 

European culture 
equals its long 
common history 

91.5 84.1 Greece 67.8 
Cyprus 94.4 
Malta 95.2 
Romania 93.2 

No European 
culture, just 
Western culture 

34.1 36.1 Greece 33.4 
Cyprus 33.4 
Malta 41.9 
Romania 37.4 

Globalization 
threatens 
European culture 

67.6 62.5 Greece 71.2 
Cyprus 75.3 
Malta 70.0 
Romania 60.5 

When compared 
to other countries, 
it is easier to see 
what European 
culture shares 

87.4 75.6 Greece 82.0 
Cyprus 94.3 
Malta 91.8 
Romania 90.0 

 



Support for development (Eurobarometer 67.1 -

2007)(reasons and goals)

Reasons Postcommunist 
countries (% 
out of all 
postcommunist 
respondents)& 
RADC countries 
(% out of each 
national 
sample) 

“Western” EU 
countries (% 
out of all 
Western 
respondents) 

Goals Postcommunist 
countries (% 
out of all 
postcommunist 
respondents)& 
RADC countries 
(% out of each 
national 
sample) 

“Western” EU 

countries (% 

out of all 

Western 

respondents) 

Self interest 26.8 
Greece  45.1 
Cyprus 59.6 
Malta 22.0 
Romania 31.1 

29.3 Reduce 
poverty 

68.7 
Greece 83.2 
Cyprus 89.4 
Malta 77.2 
Romania 76.3 

65.3 

Prevent 
terrorism 

16.9 
Greece 16.9 
Cyprus 7.6 
Malta 17.4 
Romania 10.8 

17.7 Access to 
primary 
education 

32.6 
Greece 31.3 
Cyprus 39.6 
Malta 50.2 
Romania 37.6 

34.2 

Global stability 24.8 
Greece 27.0 
Cyprus  16.8 
Malta 17.0 
Romania 18.4 

29.5 Gender 
equality 

10.6 
Greece 13.6 
Cyprus 17.8 
Malta 13.6 
Romania 10.5 

17.0 

Encouraging 
democracy 

17.6  
Greece 14.3 
Cyprus 6.8 
Malta 41.4 
Romania 16.0 
 

22.4 Reduce child 
mortality 

33.3 
Greece 50.5 
Cyprus 25.6 
Malta 25.4 
Romania 24.2 

27.2 

Clear 
conscience 

11.1 
Greece 14.7 
Cyprus 7.8 
Malta 11.4 
Romania 4.3 

11.9 Reduce 
maternal 
deaths 

9.3 
Greece 19.4 
Cyprus 8.8 
Malta 10.0 
Romania 10.8 

8.9 

Political allies 17.0 
Greece 25.2 
Cyprus 40.2 
Malta 5.2 
Romania 13.3 

13.8 Combat 
diseases 

49.6 
Greece 45.1 
Cyprus 44.6 
Malta 52.6 
Romania 33.2 

45.9 

Avoid 
emigration 

24.1 
Greece 19.5 
Cyprus 27.2 
Malta 11.6 
Romania 15.2 

17.0 Sustainable 
development 

23.4 
Greece 28.0 
Cyprus 34.0 
Malta 24.2 
Romania 22.4 

33.6 

Help poor 
people 

10.5 
Greece 8.6 

12.6 Gobal 
partnership for 

16.2 
Greece 16.1 

18.4 



World Values Survey

• 2005/2008 – Romania, Poland, Bulgaria, Norway, 

Sweden, Spain

• Postcommunist respondents value “being rich”, “being 

successful”, “living in secure surroundings”

• “Western” respondents emphasize “helping others”, 

“having a good time”

• Postcommunist citizens believe that international 

peacekeeping  and respect of human rights should be 

decided upon by the nation state, rather than by 

international or regional intergovernmental organizations 

(33% vs. 23%, 46.7% vs. 22.4%)(Sikkink!)



Semi-conclusions

• EU member states, East and West show similar levels of support for 

international development and also resemble each other on most 

sets of European political values

• The West integrated “more” international  development within the 

national values context – ideological, socio-economic status

• The ways in which people perceive international development in 

East and West is indicative of their “internalization” of democracy 

(the materialist/postmaterialist cleavage works?) – perceptions of 

the international system

• West – gender, freedom of opinion, sustainable development, more 

“charitable”/solidarity led view of development; 

• East – more “realist”, survival/strategic image through emphasis on 

political allies, poverty reduction; more traditional (emphasis on clear 

conscience, moral duty)



Now what?

• Understanding the role(s) played by the past(s) 

• Accepting the limitation of quantitative data (social 

desirability, confusions, etc.)

• In-depth interviewing

• Identifying related issues: migration, education for 

development

• How to construct consistent belief systems without “too 

much” social engineering?

• On interdisiciplinarity!

• THANK YOU!


