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Overview 

• The EuropeAid project on 
development cooperation

• Theoretical framework: 

development & social justice

• Main activities accomplished

• An example from the curriculum 
materials and toolkit developed



Raising Awareness on Development Cooperation: 
A EuropeAid Project

Objectives

• To mobilize the support of citizens for 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) –
which range from halving extreme 
poverty to halting the spread of HIV/AIDS 
and providing universal primary 
education, all by the target date of 2015 

• To provide ICT education tools and 
materials that  raise awareness on 
MDGs, development and social justice 
issues among children and youth



8 UN MDGs



Our EuropeAid project focused on the following 
development issues relevant to MDGs

• Poverty Eradication 

• Climate Change

• Education for All (example provided at the end of 
this presentation)

• Sustainable Development 

• Fair Trade

• Develop a Global Partnership for Development

• Civic Engagement for progress on MDGs 

• Combating HIV/AIDS, Malaria and other 
diseases



Some challenges…

• Should we call this ―development education‖?

• Alternative terms are ―global education‖, 
―global/cosmopolitan citizenship‖, ―global 
learning‖, ―education for sustainable 
development‖ or even ―MDGs education‖

• These terms are by no means value-neutral; 
rather, they carry particular cultural and political 
assumptions.

• Add ‗ICT‘ to this equation and the relationship 
becomes further complicated...



ICT education & Development: Two paradigms

• First paradigm: Modernization 
development paradigm—ICT plays an 
important part in development and constitutes 
a potential means of closing the gap among 
nations

• Second paradigm: Social justice 
development paradigm—ICT may increase 
inequalities because those who benefit the 
most are the communities already dominant 
politically and economically (there is 
differential kind of access)



Beyond access…

• ICT access for students from low-income 
backgrounds is limited to drill and practice 
routines

• The role of ICT in overcoming social 
exclusion has to be further interrogated

• What might be the contribution of ICT 
education in the struggle for both 
development and social justice?



Social Justice

• Recognition and redistribution are co-
fundamental dimensions of social justice
(Fraser, 1997, 2003)

• Politics of recognition: How cultural norms are
unfairly biased against some marginalized
groups

• Politics of redistribution: The need for more
equal redistribution of goods, services and
social structures that enable material
inequality



Capability Approach (Amartya Sen)

• How to use ICT to expand the 
capabilities of individuals and 
societies so that policies of 
social justice are enabled

• Emphasis on functional 
capabilities instead of access 
to computers (e.g. how people 
can use ICT to enhance their 
capabilities to eliminate 
poverty, gain cultural 
recognition, fight social 
marginalization, promote 
peace etc.)



How does change come?

We cannot (easily) change 
macro-structures BUT we can 
certainly contribute to small 
changes at the micro-level…



Social justice education

• We define ―socially just education‖ as the efforts to 
develop curricula, policies, and pedagogies that 
improve the learning and life opportunities of 
typically underserved students, while equipping and 
empowering them to work for a more socially just 
society themselves

• Our EuropeAid project has developed ICT-based 
curriculum materials that provide students with the 
appropriate opportunities so that they master the 
content, in order to acquire the equitable level of 
education that each citizen needs so as to function 
as a successful member of society



Develop materials which encourage teachers and students

to ask critical questions

about justice and injustice, 

engage in action, and move beyond 

‗seeing the world‘ as virtual tourists

from the safety of their home



Main Activities Accomplished

• Designed a Development Education 
Curriculum focusing on MDGs

• Conducted national workshops and 
seminars how to promote the inclusion of 
development issues in the national curricula

• Developed and maintained a web portal 
(social networking applications, digital 
education content, online collaboration) that 
promoted information and pedagogical 
material about the project





Example: Education for All (EFA)

• Raise critical awareness around EFA through 
pedagogical materials that explore the following 
issues: the factors that constrain the achievement 
of EFA, gender issues relevant to EFA, the current 
actions by the international community and 
international organizations to achieve EFA, the 
discrepancy in achieving EFA in different countries, 
the gender divide evident is some countries, and 
current trends and progress in the area

• Engage children/youth in specific actions that 
promote EFA from a social justice perspective



Example from curriculum developed here…



Example from curriculum developed here…



Example from the Information Toolkit developed 
here…



Social Networking….. 


